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SIXTEENTH DAY. 

Sena,te Chamber, 
.Aiustiin, Tex., Friday, Feb. 16, 1900. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjourn­
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the 
chair: 

Roll called. Quorum present, the fol­
lowing Senatars answer.ing to their 
na.im.es: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Lewis., 
Linn. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 

Odell. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

Prayer by the Chapilain, Rev. Garrett. 
Pending the reading of the Journal of 

yesterday, 
On moUon of Senator Seba.shlan, the 

same was di,spensed with. 

COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texrus, February 16, 1900. 

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Finance, to 

whom was referred 
Substitute House Bill No. 4, being a 

bill to be entitled "An Act to '81lllend Ar­
tide 5046, Chapter 1, Title CIV, ?f the 
ReVoised Qivil Statutes of Texas, of 1895," 

Have had the same under con.sider:i­
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom­
mend·atiion th,at it do pass wit'h the fol­
lowing amendment: "Amend the bill in 
line 12, page 1, by str1iking out the 
words 'fifteen cents' and insert in lieu 
thereof 'sixteen 'and two-thirds cents.'" 

DIBRELL, Chairman. 

Calil concluded. 

REGULAR ORDER. 

The Chair laJid before the Sen:ate, on 
third reading, 

Senate bill No. 3, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to fix the salanies of the Super­
intendents of the several insane asylums 

of this State, and to make an addition3} 
aippr'01Jriation therefor." 

The blill was read a third time, and 
failed on final passage by the following 
vote: 

Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
. James. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 

Miller. 

Yeas-11. 

Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Turney . 
Wayland. 

Nays-12. 

Lloyd. 
Neal. 
Patterson. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 

Odell. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

Present-Not voting. 

REASONS FOR VOTE. 

"MR. PRESIDENT: We vote 'no' on Sen­
ate bill No. 3, which prov·ides for in­
creased compensation of the ,91uperintend­
ents of the several ins·ane asylums during 
their present terms of office. Our objec~ 
tions are based upon the statutory pro­
vision whlfoh provides that 'sal!aries of 
officers shall not be increased m dimin­
i.shed during the terms of ioffice for which 
they may be appointed.' 

"There is further objection to the 
measure 'in A1r'tiole 3, Section 44, which 
prov1ides in general terms, that no ruddi­
tional grant shall be made to officers, 
agents or oont:naictors for serv.ices per­
formed. 

"We believe that said superintendents 
are inadequately paid and per.sonally 
would be glad to increase and if neces­
sarry make a 1'arger appropriation than 
carri€'d in ·pending >bill. We regret that 
duty under the law, as we understand it, 
leaves no discretion il:rut to record our 
votes again.st the 'bill. Our fondness for 
the author (Senator 1Morriss) make!! it 
a matter of personal regret not to 1be re­
corded in harmony with his views. 

"NEAL, 
"BURNS.'' 

Senator Ter.rell moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill failed to 1pass, 
and to 1'av that motion on the table. 

The mi>tion 'to ta.ble the motion to re­
coruiider was lost by the following vote: 
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Atlee. 
Burns. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Goss. 
Greer. 
James. 
McGee. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 

Yeas-Ii. 

Lloyd. 
Neal. 
Patterson. 
Terrell. 
Yantis. 

Nays-12. 

Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Odell. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

Pending aietion on the motion to re­
consider, 

On motion of Senator Turney pending 
business was suspended to take up, on 
second reading, 

Sena•te bill No. 10, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act •authori7'ing the sale of certain 
porti'ons of the puiblic free school, Uni­
versity and asylum lands to raiilrood com­
panies owning and operating .railways in 
this State, for the estrublishment of de­
pots, stwtiOillS, yards, round houses, 
shQIPs, divisional terminals or water sta­
tions required in connecHon with the 
oper•ation of such railroads; to pre;:,0r~be 
the terms and conditions of :>uch sales, 
and to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to fix the price 
oil sooh lainds when so soM for such pur­
poses." 

The <bill was read a second time. 
By Senator P.otter: 
"Amend by ·striking out all _of Section 

3 after the figure '3,' in line 17, page 2, 
of printed ·bill, and inserting instead 
thereof the following: 'No railroad com· 
pany shall be permitted to purchase, nor 
shall there be sol.d 'to any railr,oad com­
pany, nor to any person for the benefit of 
any r·ai'lway company, under the prO<Viis­
ions of this act, any tract of land includ­
ing more land than a,ctually needed by 
such railway company· for right of way, 
depots, sidings, switClhes, terminals, 
round houses, shops and such o·ther im­
provements or buildiings actually neoes­
sary for the proper operation O'i sai<l 
railway, and any railway company de­
siring to make purchase of ·any such 
landJs shall furni:>h the Commis·sioner -0f 
the General Land Offi-0e with a plat and 
ma.p, together with the field notes of the 
land so desired, which slhall be accom­
panied by .such affidavits of purpose of 

use as provided in this act .<>r required by 
such Commissioner.'" 

Adopted. 
(1Senator .Sebastian in the chak.) 
By Senator Terrell: 
"Amend iby addling to .Section 5 the fol­

lowing: 'Whenever any land is sold t-0 
raiilway companies for the purposes men­
tioned in this· act, and shall be used for 
amy -0ther purposes than those mentioned 
in tMs act, then such land shall revert 
back to the ·State.'" 

Adopted. 
The bill as amended was ordered en­

grossed. 
On motion of Senator Miller, the con­

sbitutional rule requiJring hills to be read 
on three several days was swsipended, and 
the bill put upon its third reading and 
:final passage iby the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
.Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Miller. 

Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Gough. 

Yeas-25. 

Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 

Linn. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

.The bill was read a third time, and 
passed •by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 

Yeais-26. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absenit. 

Ross. 
Yett. 

Senator Turney mocved to reconsider 
the vote by w.liich the bill was passed, 
and to l·ay that motion on t'he table. 

Carriied. 
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RESOLUTION. 

By unanimous consent the following 
resolution was offered. 

By Senator Miller: 
Resolved, That Hon. Frank P. Holland, 

a distinguished citizen of Dallas, be ex­
tended the courtesies of the floor of the 
Senate. 

Adopted. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE. 

The following message from the Gov­
ernor was received: 

To the Legislature: 
I submit for consiideration the follow­

ing amendment to Article 418, of the Re­
vised Civil Statiutes of Texas, as follows: 

Article 418. To provide, or cause to 
be provided, the city with water, to make, 
to regulate and estwblish .public weUs, 
pumps and cisterns, hydrants and r.ese.r­
voirs in the streets or else1v'her.e, withm 
said 'city, or beyond the limits thereof, 
for the extingui&hment of fires and the 
convenience of the inhabitants, and to 
prevent the uninecesiS'~ry was~ of water. 
Proviided that any city ownrng, or that 
may hereafter own, its water .system and 
pliant, shall not le.as~ or sell the. same 
without •nnst submitting the questmn of 
suc;h proposed lease or saile to a vote of 

· the qualified voters· who are property tax­
payers of such city as shown by the lwS't 
preceding tax rolls, such election to be 
held after the suibstance and terms of 
such proposed contract of lease .or sale 
shall have been pubUshed once ea.ch week 
for two consecutive weeks in some news­
paper published iin SIU:Ch -city. When tlhe 
result of sUJch election shall have !been de­
clwred, the city council of such city .shall 
immediately carry into effect the will of 
the people so eX1pres1sed, but as to ~e. de­
tails of such contract and prQIVis10ns 
deemed necessary to protect the interest 
of such oity, not inconsis·tent with tJhe 
terms submitted to the people, the city 
council shall exercise its own discretion. 

JOSEPH D. SAYERS, 
Governor. 

BILL NO. 20. 

By unanimous consent the foJ.l01wing 
bill was introduced: 

By Senator Grinnan: 
Senate bill No. 20, A hill to be entitled 

"An Act to ivmend Article 418, of the Re­
vised Civ·il ,Statutes ·of the State of Texas, 
relating to providing water for cities." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Carnmit:tee on Towns and City Corpora­
tJion.s. 

REGULAR ORDER SUSPENDED. 

On motion of .Senator AtJlee, the regu­
lar order of busi1ness was suspended, to 
take up, on second reading, · 

Senate bill No. 12, A hill to be entitled 
"An Act to define Ubel as the foundation 
for a civil action for damages," action be­
ing on the following .substitute by ,Sena­
tor Lewi·s: 

S. S. B. No. 12.] [By Lewis. 

A BI1LL 

TO BE ENTITLED 

"AN ACT to define libel and privileged 
communicatJions and publications, and 
to more effectuaUy secure the liberty 
of the press, and prevent abuses in 
exercising such ·lLberty of the press." 
Be it ·enacted 1by the Legislature of the 

State of Texas: 
Section 1. Li'bel, in order tJo be the 

basis of a civil action for d!Mllages, is a 
false, willful, malicious or wanton de­
famation, statement or publication ex­
pressed by writing, .pr!nting, pictures, 
d:nawiings, signs or other .repr·esentations 
tending to blacken. the• memory of one 
who is dead, or to impeach the honesty, 
integrity, virtue or reputation, or to pu?­
lish the natura;l defects of <me who is 
aHve, and thereby to expose such person 
to pU1blic !hatred, contempt, ridicule or 
financial injury. 

Se-r-. 2. In all actions for libel, the 
truth, when published in good fuith a.nd 
for justifiable ends, and without a.ny de­
sire or .intention to injure, and without 
malice shall constitute a sufiid·ent de­
fence. ' The truth of any such libel may 
be establ.ished by a preponderence of evi­
dence and malice may be inferred from 
the fact o.f publication, unless the .truth 
is so proven. 

Sec. 3. The following communications 
and publications shall be deemed pri-y­
ileged, and shall not 'be ma·de the bas1S 
of any action for Ubel without proof of 
malice, if made for justifiable ends and 
without intent or de&ire to injure: 

( 1) Sta'tements made in the ·pro.per 
di1scharge of a public or officiivl duty. 

(2) 1Statements made in any legis}iat­
ive or judicial proc~edings, or .in any 
other official proceedings authorized by 
law. 

( 3) A fair and true report of any ju­
dicial, leg~slative, or other official pro­
ceedings, or of anything said or done in 
the course thereof. 

( 4) ,statements made in a letter or 
other private communications to a per­
son interested therein by one who is also 
interested, or by one who stands in such 
a relation to 'the person interested as to 
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afford a reason-a.ble ground for supposing 
the motive for such communica,tion in­
nocent, or who is requested by the ,person 
interested to give the information. 

(5) Reasonable and fair comment 
and criticism upon matters of pUiblic con­
cern and the official acts of public offi­
cials, the publication of which is for the 
public benefit. 

( 6) A fair and true report of public 
meetings; provided, any statement by one 
citizen libeling another shall not be pub­
lished, unless such statement is pertinent 
to the pur,poses of such public meeting. 

Sec. 4. If it shall appear upon the 
trial of iany action for damages for libel 
that the attention of the publisher of 
such libel was called to slliCh publication, 
and that such ,publication was made in 
good faith and for justifiable ends and 
without any intention or desire to injure 
and its falsity was due to mistake, or 
that there were reasonable grounds for 
believing such statement so published to 
be true, and that within a reasonable 
Ume after the attention of such publisher 
was so called to said false statement, a 
full and fair correction or retraction was 
published in the same edition or corre­
sponding issues of tne news,paper or ,peri­
odical in which said article appeared, and 
in as coruspicuous ·a place and type as was 
said original article, then the plaintiff in 
such case shall recover only such actual 
da.mages as he may prove to have sus­
tained. Provided, however, that the fore· 
going 'provisions of this section shall not 
apply to any liibel against a candidate for 
pUl>Iic office in this State, unless the cor­
rectio;n or retraction be made in the man­
ner af-OTesaid at least ten days before the 
election. 

Sec. 5. .On the trial of any action for 
libel tl~e defendant may give in evidence, 
under proper ·plea.dings, in miHgation of 
damages the circumstances and intention 
under which such publication was made, 
and any pu'bli:c apology, oorrection or re­
traction of the libel complained of, made 
and published before suit is brought. 

Sec. G. This act regulates civil actions 
for damages, and is not intended in any 
manner to affect the law relating to 
criminal libel. 

Sec; 7. The f.act that there is now no 
adequate law upon this subject, and the 
near approach to the close of the present 
session, create an emergency and an im­
perative public necessity which author­
izes the suS'pension of the constitutional 
rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, and such rule is so sus­
pended, and that this. a.ct take effect from 
and after its pa.ssage, and it is so en­
aeted. 

(Lieutenant-Governor Browning is the 
chair.) 

'11he su:bstitute was los,t by the foll~w­
ing vote: 

Dibrell. 
Lewis. 
Patterson. 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough: 
Johnson. 

Yeas-5. 

Sebastian. 
Stafford. 

Nays-20. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 

Linn. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

(Senator James in the chair.) 
By Senator Terrell: 
"Amend -by striking out in Section 2, 

all after the w.ord 'ends,' in line 19.'' 
Ado,pted. 
By Senator McGee: 
"Amend by striking out all after the 

word 'injure,' in line 13, page 1, and in­
sert 'and does injure such person in any 
way.'" 

Lost. 
By Senator Hanger: 
"Amend by striking out of Section 3 

the words 'or excuse.' " 
Adopted. 
By Senator Goss: 
"Amend by inserting aJfter the word 

'is,' in line 13, Section 1, the word 'feel­
ings.'" 

Adopted. 
By Senator Potter: 
"Amend Section 1 by adding after the 

word 'ridicule' the following: 'HUllllilia­
tion.'" 

Adopted. 
By Senator Morriss: 
"Amend by adding after Section 2, as 

amended: 'Provided, that nothing in this 
act &hall. be so construed as to prevent 
the recovery of dama.ges. for a publica­
tion of any matter, whether true or false, 
that may affect the character for chastity 
of any female.' " 

Adopted. 
Senator McGee moved to postpone fur­

ther consideration of the ,bill indefinitely. 
Lost by the following vote: 

Johnson. 
Lloyd. 

Yeas-4. 
McGee. 
Yantis. 
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Atlee. 
Jlurns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Kerr. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 

Nays-18. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yett. 

Present-Not voting. 
Terrell. 

By Senator Terrell: 
"Amend by adding after Section 2 the 

following: 'This act regulates civil ac­
tions for dan:nages and is not intended in 
any ma.nner to effect the law relating to 
criminal libel.' " 

Ado1pted. 
Senator Atlee moved the previous ques­

tion on the engrossment o.f the bill as 
amended, which was duly seconded, and 
prevailed. 

'Dhe bill was then ordered engrnssed by 
the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
. Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Miller. 

Lloyd. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 

Yeas-23. 

Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Nays-2. 

McGee. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yett. 

On motion of Senator Atlee, the consti­
tution1al rule -requiring bills to be read on 
three several dayis was sus,pended, and 
the bill put rupon its third reading and 
final passage ,by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 

Yeas-24. 

Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 

Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 

McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 

Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Nay.s-1. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yett. 

The bill was read a third time, and 
passed by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 

McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 
Neal. 

Yeas-23. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Nays-1. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yett. 

Senator Atlee moved to reconsider' the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to 
lay that motion on the table. 

Carried . 

REGULAR ORDER SUSPENDED. 

Senaitor Dibrell moved tJhat the rule 
requiring 1bills to lay on the cable for one 
day after being reported be suspended, 
and that the regular order of business be 
sug,pended to take up, on second reading, 

House bill No. 4, IA bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 5046, Chapter 
1, Title CIV, of the Revised Civil Stat­
utes of the State of Texas." 

Carried. 
The bi!J was reaid a second time, with 

the following committee amendment: 
"Amend the bill in line 12, page 1, by 

striking out the words 'fifteen cents,' and 
insert in lieu thereof .'sixteen and two­
thirds cents.' " 

Committee amendment adopted. 
The bill was passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Senator Dibrell, the con-

stitutionail rule requiring bills to .be read 
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on three several <lays was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its third reading and 
final passage by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Goss. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 

Yeas-24. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 

• Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
\'.antis. 

Nays-1. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yett. 

The bill was read a thir.d time. 
By Senator Turney: 

The bi11 was r~ad a second time, with 
favorwble majority and adverse minority 
committee reports. 

By unanimous consent the adverse 
minority report was withdrawn by Sena­
tor Hanger. 

The bill was ordered engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Terrell, the con­

sititutionaJ rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several .d•ays was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its third reading and 
final passage by the folloWing vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. • 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Dibrell. 

Ye~26. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 
"Amend the caption of the bill by add­

ing the following: 'Relating to the sub­
ject of taxation.' " 

Gough. 
by the fol- Linn. 

AdO'pted. 
The 'bilJ was then 1pas·sed 

lowing vote : 

Ross. 
Yett. 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Ranger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Linn. 

Yeas-26. 

Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Yett. 

Senator Dibrell moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and to lay that motion on the truble. 

Carried. 
On motion of Senator Terrell, the reg­

u1'ar order of 'business was further sus­
pended to take up, on second rea.ding, 

Senate bill No. 13, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 3964, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of 1895, '8JS amend­
ed by the Twenty-fifth Legislature, and 
providing for the taking of the schola;stic 
census biennially.'' 

,senator Goss called attention to the 
fact thrut the emergency cl.ause of the 
bill was imperfect. 

Senator Terrell moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the consti'tutional rule was 
suspended. 

Reconsidered. 
Senator Terrell then moved to recon­

sider the vote by which the ibill was or­
dered engros·sed. 

Reconsidered. 
Pending a;ction on the engrossment od' 

the ·bill 
Senator Terrell offered the following 

amendment: 
"Amend by striking out Section 3 and 

add the following: 
" 'Sec. 3. The importance of the en­

action of this Act, and the near approaoh 
to the close of the present session, create 
an emergency and imperative necessity 
for the 0su~pension of the con&titutional 
rule 1·equiring bills to be read on three 
sever·al days, therefore such rule is here­
by suspended, and this act shall go into 
effect from a.nd after its passage, and it 
is so enacted.' " 

Adopted. 
The bill was then ordered engrossed. 
On motion of 1Senator Terrell, the con-

stitutional rlllle requiring ;bills to be read 
on three several <lays was suspended, and 
the ibill put upon its third reading and 
final passage by the following vote: 
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Y eas----.24. 

Atlee. Miller. 
Burns~ Morriss. 
Dibrell. Neal. 
Goss. Odell. 
Greer. Potter. 
Grinnan. Sebastian. 
Hanger. Stafford. 
James. Stone. 
Kerr. Terrell. 
Lewis. Turney. 
Lloyd. Wayland. 
McGee. Yantis. 

Absent. 

Davidson. Patterson. 
Gough. Ross .. 
Johnson. Yett. 
.Linn. 

TJJ.e bill . was read a third time, and 
pas.sed by the following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Atlee. Morriss .. 
Burns. Neal. 
Dibrell. Odell. 
Goss. Potter. 
Greer. Sebastian. 
Grinnan. Stafford. 
Hanger. Stone. 
James. Terrell. 
Kerr. Turney. 
Lewis. Wayland. 
Lloyd. Yantis. 
McGee. 

Absent. 

Davidson. Miller. 
Gough. Patterson. 
Johnson. Ross. 
Linn. Yett. 

Senator Terrell moved to reconsider ilie 
vote by which the bill was ,passed, and to 
lay that motion on the table. 

Carried. 

liDWUSED. 

On motion of Senator Atlee, Senator 
McGee was excused indefini,tely on ac­
count of sickness in his family. 

On motion of Senator Lewis, the reg­
ular order ()If business was su&pended to 
take up, on its third reading, 

1Senate bill No. 18, A 'bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Sections 43 and 45 of 
an ht incorporating the city of San An­
tonio, apiproved August 13, 1870, and of 
all acts amendatory thereof." 

The bill was ·read a third time. 
By Senator Lewis: 
"Amend hy adding to the bill after line 

21, on page 2, the following: "The near 
approach of the close of the present ses­
sion of the Legislature and the import-

ance of the proposed amendments to the 
city charter of the city of San Antonio 
create an emergency and an imperative 
public necessity exiists thait the constitu­
tional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be suspended, and iliat 
this act take effect and be in force from 
and aifter its passage, and it is so en-
acted.'" · 

Adopted. 
The hill was ilien passed by the fol­

lowing vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer.. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger . 
James. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
Miller. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Johnson. 
Linn. 

McGee. 

Yeas-23. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Sebastian . 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 

Absent .. 

Patterson. 
Ross. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Senator Lewis moved to reconsider ilie 
vote by which the bill was passed, and 
to lay that motion on the table. 

Carried. 
On motion of Senator Wayland, the 

regular order od' bus,jness was sus.pended 
to take up, on its second reading, 

Senate bill No. 15, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Articles 3862 and 
3866, Revised Civil Statutes, and an Act 
of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, Regu­
lar Session, page 21, General Laws, 
amendatory of said articles, relating to 
the government of the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas, and to re- · 
peal all laws in confi.ict with this a.ct." 

The bill was read a second time. 
By Senators Lewis and Ranger: 
"Amend by adding to Ar.ticle 3866 the 

following, 'such expense a.ccount to be ap­
proved by the Governor and to be ·paid 
as provided 1by law.'" 

Adopted. 
By Senator Terrell: 
"Amend by str~king out the following 

words, Article 3862, lines 24 and 25, 'or 
in transaction of any business of the col­
lege impose!l by s.aid board.' " 

:Adopted. 
The bill as amended was ordered en· 

grossed. 
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OO'MMI'l1TEE REPORTS. 

By unanimous consent the following 
committee reports were made: 

Committee Room, 
Austih, Texas, February 16, 1900. 

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Towns and 

City Corporations to whom was referred 
Senate bill N.o. 20, ·being a bill to be 

entitled "An Act to amend Article 418 
of the Revised Civil .Statutes of the State 
of Texas, relating to providing water for 
cities," 

Have had the same under considera­
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the .Senate with the recom­
mendation that it do pa.ss. 

Floor report-Miller, Hanger, James, 
Burns, Dibrell and Greer. 

MILLER, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Ausitin, 'fexas, February 15, 1900. 

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully eX'a.mined and com­
pared 

Senate bill No. 18, being "An Act to 
amend Sections 43 and 45 of an Act in­
corporating the 'City of San Antonio, ap­
proved August 13, 1870, and of all acts 
amendatory thereof," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
JA:MES, Chairman. 

On motion of Senator Sebastian, the 
Senate took a recess until 3 p. m. today. 

AFTER RECESS. 

The Senate was called to order at 3 
p. m. by Lieutenant-Governor Brown­
ing. 

REGULAR ORDER. 

... . 
By Seruator Grmn·an: 
"Amend by adding after Section 3, the 

following: 
"'Sec. 4. The fact that the purchase 

money for sales named in this act are 
maturing, and the extension of said 
dents will be of great 'benefit and profit 
to tihe public school fund, and the near 
approach of the close of the present ses­
sion of the Legislature, and the crowded 
condititon of the calendar, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public ne­
cessity that the comsbi·tutional rule re­
quiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and the same is Jiere­
by suspended, and that this act take 
effect and ·be in force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted.' " 

Ado·pted. 
The bill, as amended, 'W•as ordered en­

grn~ed. 

On motion of 1Senator Grinnan, the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several diays was sus­
pended, and· the bill put urpon its thinl 
reading and final passage by the follow­
ing vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Lloyd. 
Potter. 

Davidson. 
Gough. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 

Yeas-19. 

Lewis. 
Linn. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Sebastian. 
Stone. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 

Nays-3. 

Terrell. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. The Chai·r l•aid 'before the Senate on 
second reading, McGee . 

.Senate hill No. 17, A bill to •he entitled The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
"An Act extending for twenty years the second reading, 
payment of the principal of the purchase Senate bill N{). 19, A bill fo be entitled 
money for Lands purchased under the "An Act to dedicate the north half of 
Act of the Legislature herein named.'' block one hundred •and twenty-four ( 124) 

(NoTF.-Being an Act amending Sec- in the city of Austin, as a site for the 
Mons 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 arid 8 of an Act esta.blishment of a public library for the 
providing for the sale of alternate sec- people of the State, and to constitute the 
tions of land set apart for the benefit city of Austin a trustee to erect thereon 
of the oommon schoO'l fund and for the a library building, and to supply, main­
investment o·f the proceeds ~f such sale~. tain and control such public library." 
a.pp~oved J.uly 8; 1879, and the Act of I The bill was read a second time, with 
Apnl 6, 1881.) ' favor.a.ble majority amd adverse minority 

The biU was read a second time. committee reports. 
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On motion of Senabor Hanger, further 
consideration of the 'bill was postpone·l 
until Monday next, February 19. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
second reading, 

Sen1ate bill No. 11, A bill to be entitled 
"An ·Act to provide a uniform method of 
electing trustees in rindependent school 
districts, defining the duties o.f such trus­
tees, and repealing Act of March 30, 
1899, and also Articles 4001, 4017, 4007, 
4008, 4009, 4010 and 4012, Revised Sta~.­
utes, and all other la;ws, both general 
and special, fo conflict with the provi­
sions of this a-ct, and providing an emer­
gency." 

.The bill was ·read a second time. 
Pending :f:urther a;ction, on motion of 

Senator Goss, the !bill was laid on the 
ta'ble subject to call. 

(House bill No. 19, on the above sub­
ject, and very simHar in terms, had been 
p·rus·sed by the House, reported to the Sen­
ate, and reported favorably by the Sen­
rute Committee on Educatiori.) 

PIR:IVl'LEGED COMM'ITTIDE RE­
POR'I1S. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texirus, February 16, 1900. 

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
Srn: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully e~rumined and com­
pared 

Substitute Senate bill No. 9, being "An 
Act to :be entitled 'An Act authorizing 
the Railroad Commission of the State of 
Texas to inrvestigate into the running 
and operating iby any railrood in this 
State of more than one working loco­
motive in any one train at the same 
time, and to authorize them to regulate 
or forbid such practice either on ·an or 
a part of such railroad, and to prescribe 
a penalty for the violation of the Com­
mission's order, and to define an abuse, 
and to provide that milway employes 
shall not be held to .assume the risk 
when engaged in the operation of trains 

· propelled by m:oire than one engine," 
·And find the same correctly engrossed. 

J1AMEiS, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texlas, February 16, 1900. 

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
Srn: YO'llr Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com­
pared 

Senate bill No. 10, being "An Act au­
thorizing. the sale of certain portions of 
the public free school, University and 

asylum lands to railroad companies own­
ing and operating railways in this State, 
for the esta:blishment of depots, stations, 
yards, round houses, shops, ·divisional 
terminals or .water stations, required in 
connection with the operation of such 
railroads ; to prescribe the tel'ms and 
conditions of such sales and to authorize 
the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to fix the price of such lands, when 
so sold for such purposes," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
JAMES, Chairman. 

There being no other business before 
the Senate, 

On motion of Senator Wayland, a re­
cess of 30 minutes was taken. 

AFrER RECESS. 

PiRIVILEGED OOMMl'ITI1EE R:EPORT. 

The following committee report was 
read: 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, February 16, 1900. 

Hon .• J. N. Browning; President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com­
pared 

Senate 'bill No. 12, 1being "An Act to 
define libel as the foundation for a civil 
action for damages," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
JAMES, Chairm•an. 

· On motion of Senator Morriss, the Sen­
at) took a recess until 10 a. m. tomorrow. 

SIXTEENll'H DAY-CONTINUED. 

AFTER RECESS. 

Austin, Texas, February 17, 1900. 
The ,Senate was called to order at 10 

a. m. iby Lieutenant•Governor Browning. 

REGULAR ORDIDR. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
second ·reading, 

House bill No. 19, A !bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide a uniform method of 
selecting trustees in independent school 
districts, defining the duties O!f such trus­
tees, the time and manner of election, · 
also the appoin.tment of trustees by the 
city council under certain conditions, val· 
idating the acts of trustees heretofore 
elected or appointed, and continuing such 
trus•tees in office until their successors 
are legally chosen and qualified, repeal­
ing Act ocf March 30, 1899, Chapter LI, 


